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Tae twelfth number completes the first volume of the Western Farmer, and the proprietor 
takes this opportunity of expressing his thanks to those who have taken an interest in the 
success of the work, as well as to those who have contributed articles to increase our farming 
knowledge. 

Brother Farmers !—On the first of October we commence a new year, or the second volume 
of the Western Farmer. We trust that those who have borne with us during our infancy, will 
continue to support us in our more mature condition, 

In dedicating our little volume to the cause of Agriculture, we consider we add one more 
spoke to the great wheel of human welfare and improvement. However insignificant such 
efforts may appear, we reflect that having done anything at all in such a cause, is accomplishing 
much more than if we had done a great deal on the subject of any other occupation. We are 
one of those who really think, that if as much talent and energy had been devoted to the science 
of Agriculture as to many other employments, the world would be at this moment incalculably 
better for it in every respect; and if mankind in general had built the superstructure of their 
fortunes and happiness upon this basis, instead of upon so many other sandy foundations, they 
would have come out better, morally, intellectually, and physically. 

We regret that men, by grasping at the shadows, so often lose sight of the substance of things. 
Amidst all the excitements, true or false, which agitate men, the time and attention paid to 
agricultural knowledge can never be thrown away. Whilst other pursuits vacillate and change, 
agriculture will ever preserve the even tenor of its way; it will advance in spite even of the 
almost total neglect of those who, from their legislative character, ought most warmly to cherish 
and encourage it. Although it has never received, like other departments of learning, scholastic 
aid, yet its foundation is so firmly planted on tke firm rock of nature and wisdom that it will 
never fall. a 

In our forthcoming second volume, we shall exert all our energies in the great and growing 
cause to which we are attached, both practically and theoretically, as a lover of knowledge; and 
we most respectfully ca!l upon our fe!low farmers to aid us in our work, both by their subscrip- 
tions and literary contributions. 

Having arrived at the conclusion that a correct knowledge of gardening ought to form a very 
prominent portion of information amongst farmers, we shall, in our next volume, alter the title 
of our work to that of the Western Farmer and Gardener, &c. We trust that this alteration 
will meet with the approval of all persons connected with the cultivation of the soil. 
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